


UNIVERSITY OF "SANCTI SPIRITUS"
One of the most important buildings of the Renaissance in
the Basque Country. Its building started in 1540. We must
highlight the chapel, the beautiful cloister and all the
mudejar woodwork. It was founded by bishop Rodrigo
Mercado de Zuazola.

PARISH CHURCH OF SAN MIGUEL
Gothic building that dates from the XV century. The cloister
was added by request of  the founder of the University. To
be highlighted the tomb of Zuazola by Diego de SiloŽ, the
altarpiece of The Piety in plateresque style and the baroque
main altarpiece by J.B. de Suso. The tower dates from the
XVIII century and is by Martin Carrera.

HERNANI HOUSE
Building from the XVI century. Temporarily used by the
University of Sancti Spiritus before their building was
finished.

SAN ANTON SQUARE
Small square with a triangular shape, with an arcade that
originally formed part of a quarry.

CHURCH OF THE LATERIAN REGULAR CANONS
Devoted to the Sacred Heart, was built in 1890 next to
their convent. Neogothic style.

1 MAY SQUARE
Beautiful square where the street market was celebrated
before the building of the Fueros Square.

"ZARATEKUA"
Originally known as Berganzo House, dates from the XV
or XVI century. To highlight: its right wing, the gallery on
the second floor with gothic arches. It still has some gothic
openings.

TOWER OF  ZUMELTZEGI
It belonged to the Count of Guevara. He lived there when
he came to O–ati. It dates from the end of the XIII or the
beginning of the XIV century. Surprisingly it was not
demolished during the kingdom of King Enrique IV.

SANTA MARINA SQUARE
Around it there are three buildings from the XVIII century:
Madinabeitia House, Antia House and Baruena House.

TOWER AND PALACE OF  LAZARRAGA
Located in Atzeko Kale, this tower with sentry boxes and
graffito fa•ade was home of The Lazarraga from the XV
century. From its first extension only the main entrance
remains.

TOWER OF  URAIN
Located in Arantzazuko Ama Street. It's top floor was rebuilt
with bricks, which means that it had been demolished. It
was restored in 1954.

M.AOZARATZA STREET
It has all the characteristics of the poorest streets of a town.
San Miguel de Aozaratza's house is at n. 21-23, where a
niche with an image of the saint has been placed.

OTADUI JAUSORO HOUSE
Palace with a balcony at one of its corners dating from
the end of the XVI or beginning of the XVII century.

"DON PEDRUENA"
Palace in late baroque style, built in the end of the XIX
or beginning of the XX century.

FUEROS SQUARE
Designed in the end of the XIX century. It has three sides
with arcades and an open one facing the mountains and
with a fronton.

TOWNHALL
Designed by Martin Carrera, its building ended in 1778.
In baroque rococo style, it's a frequent design in squares
with arcades.

AUDITORIUM-CINEMA OF  SANTA  ANA
This building was built in the XVII century in one of the
oldest districts in O–ati. It's a big building with a church
and a convent that gives home to the local auditorium and
the Ikastola ( primary school ).

HERMITAGE OF SAN MARTêN
Located on a hill and surrounded by San Martin's walk
and an oak wood. The building is a magnificent sample
of civil architecture from the XVI century and it has a
wooden frame that leans on a support. The altarpiece was
carved by Pierres Picart.

MONASTRY OF BIDAURRETA
Founded in 1510 by Juan Lopez de Lazarraga, accountant
of The Catholic Kings. There are two altarpieces: one
baroque and another in plateresque style of a fine and
delicate carving.

TOWER OF OLAKUA
200 m going upstream from Bidaurreta. Built around the
XV century. It was used as a mill and as a farm for the
last centuries.

TOWER OF GARIBAI
Located on the left bank of the river Arantzazu in Torreauzo.
It belonged to the Garibay, a noble local family. It was
probably built in the XIV century and had its top floor
demolished in the XV century. Next to it we can find the
hermitage of San Pedro.

¥ M. Aozaratza Street (17), the Hermitage of San Martin (18), the Tower of Olakua (20) and the Tower of Garibay (21), despite
  of not appearing in the map, are located in the centre of the town.



he ancient Earldom of O–ati is framed by the
provinces of Araba, Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa, in
the source of the basin of the river Deba. It's

a rough land with a jagged outline, with deep slopes
and plentiful mountains. Most of the town is surrounded
by high mountain rages ( Aketegi, 1544 mts.,
Arrolamendi, 949 mts., Andarto, 1076 mts., Elgea-
Artia, 1.177 mts.,),
marking the boundaries
of high and wide valleys
( O – a t i ,  A r a o t z ,
Arantzazu), all located at
a height  between 200 and
500 mts. Therefore, it's
not surprising that the two
oldest written forms,
O–ati and O–ate,  used to
give name to the town,
make reference to its
orography: "at the foot of
a mountain pass" and
"abundance of hills". The
population has tended to
settle down in the flattest
and most comfortable
areas of the valleys,
escaping from the heights, being the district of
Arantzazu colonized

after the very end of the XIX century and in an
irregular way.
The other districts date from the XIV century;  the
urban center of O–ati, the districts of Araotz and
Urrexola, both with their parish churches, and another
13 districts. About 85 % of the population speaks

 Basque, in its Biscayan dialect, which makes of O–ati
one of the areas in The Basque Country with the
highest density of Basque speakers.




